
 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: The Golden Thread          

 

Grade appropriate:  applicable to any grade   

 

Approximate Length of time to complete lesson/unit:  1-3 weeks (depending on amount of 

material) 

 

Learning objectives and significance of lesson:  Students will be able to research their own work and 

find connections between different activities and projects.  Students will be able to develop a specific golden 

thread statement (thesis).  Students will be able to use their past words as evidence for their golden thread 

idea.  Students will be able to facilitate one-on-one conferences with teacher so as to show drafts, depth of 

idea, and effort in the project.  Students will be able to reflect on material covered over the duration of the 

class.  Students will be able to retain the knowledge they gained in previous units by processing it again in a 

culminating activity.  Students will be able to experience the writing process and produce a final draft that 

accurately communicates their opinion.    

 

Brief summary/outline:  The Golden Thread is a culminating project that asks students to apply and reflect 

on everything they have learned over the duration of a semester or the entire year.  Typically, this project is an 

essay that talks about a personal and central theme that weaves its way into every unit students participated in.  

Each student is expected to:  

1) Develop a golden thread (thesis) “The golden thread of school year 2007-2008 is…” or “I believe 

the golden thread is…”  

2) Use their performance portfolio to find evidence of their golden thread statement.  They must use 

quotes, citations, and address every topic.  Sometimes they even create a bibliography. 

3) Write at least three drafts.  The first draft consists mainly of the golden thread statement and an 

outline, but text is definitely encouraged.  The second draft is a “completed” form of a student’s 

essay.  The third draft is a final form that students are proud to publish. 

4)  Have at least 2 one-on-one conferences with the teacher.  This is done during class time or in the 

computer lab when other students are busy researching or typing.   

5) Work with a writing buddy.  The writing buddy gives peer feedback that follows the criteria 

developed earlier in the class by students and the teacher (this criteria is different for every class). 

6) Create a 1-2 minute abstract of their golden thread to share with the class.  

 

Related Resources: 

 
Kentucky Department of Education, 2008. 

http://www.kde.state.ky.us/KDE 

 

Murray, Donald M.  A Writer Teaches Writing. 2
nd

 revised edition.  Boston: Heinemann, 2004. 

 

Sunstein, Bonnie S. Composing a Culture: Inside a Summer Writing Program with High School  

Teachers. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 1994.  

 

Minnesota Writing Project 
---   Demonstration Lesson   --- 

http://www.kde.state.ky.us/KDE


Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs:  Instead of an essay, 

students can create Power Point projects, posters, movie clips/trailers, games, paintings, etc.  The overall point 

to The Golden Thread is to have students reflect on what they have learned and look for connections/themes 

within their own work.  With any project, some sort of writing should be included.  The golden thread idea 

could also be used after a unit is completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
For additional information, contact: 

Bob Burton:  rburton@sowashco.k12.mn.us 
 


